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The protruding material appears to be the silicon edge of a fuel access door gasket. Boeing
confirms that other operators have reported protruding gaskets in the past. The silicon edging acts
as a moisture barrier keeping moisture out of the fuel tank and the fuel tank access panel nut
domes. This silicon strip does affect the operational characteristics of the mesh gasket. An
improperly seated gasket or one with the silicon removed could allow moisture access between the
clamp ring,the wing skin, and the door. This moisture could cause cracks in the fuel access door
nut domes. For this reason, Boeing does not recommend Hainan Airlines (HNA) to trim off the
protruding material of fuel access door gaskets. However, Boeing finds it acceptable, when gasket
replacement is not feasible, to clip back the protruding material and defer the gasket replacement
provided the following requirements are met:
- There is no fuel leak
- Ensure to not pull additional material away from the gasket
- Retorque all fasteners common to the affected access panel per AMM

- Replace the gasket at the next available maintenance opportunity.
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